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In considering the condition of the religious society of 
Friends, and the great unsettlement which prevails, wherein 
many of the doctrines and testimonies that have ever been 
held by us as a people, seem to be little understood, or are so 
loosely held as to be of little binding obligation on a large pro- 
portion of those professing our name, we have been brought 
under a feeling of earnest solicitude\)n behalf of our beloved 
brethren and sisters. 

We feel an earnest desire that all may experience preser- 
vation from the many dangers and temptations which abound 
in this day of shaking and commotion, and know of being 
established upon the Rock Christ Jesus, who has been the 
unfailing refuge and support of the righteous in every gen- 
eration. 

It is only as we are willing to trust in living faith in the 
Lord Jesus and to bring our lives into conformity with his 
holy requiring, manifested by the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
that we can detect the insidious devices which the enemy of 
man's happiness is ever laying for our entanglement. ^ 

We believe, a loud and solemn call is extended to the 
members of our religious society, to come up fully in the 
belief and observance of those spiritual doctrines and the 
practices which conspicuously distinguished our predecessors, 
and being brought unreservedly under the government of the 
spirit of the Lord, the source of all saving knowledge, we may 
really be taught of him the thiugs which belong to the soul's 
salvation. 
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We freely own that we have all sinned and come short of 
the glory of God, and that without repentance and regenera- 
tion, we must forever fall short of it. We are also sensible 
that upon due confession, submission and sincere obedience to 
the manifestations of Christ, the light of men, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness, and if we "Walk in the light as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ, His son, cleanseth us from all sin." 

The design of the following pages is to exhibit very 
briefly the doctrinal views of the society on some important 
subjects, which have of late years been brought particularly 
to notice. It is not intended to propagate or defend any new 
principles or testimonies, but rather to revive some of those 
that have been surely bdieved, taught and practiced from the 
rise of the society. With this in view, we have deemed it 
best to make this chiefly a compilation from the approved 
writings of early Friends, and from documents which have 
been approved by the society at large. 

In the brief space we have allotted ourselves, we have 
endeavored to present the views of the several authors on the 
subjects alluded to, as fairly and plainly as might be, in such 
short extracts as we have been compelled to make. 

We do most fully sanction and unite with those doctrinal 
writings of early Friends which have been approved by the 
society ; among which we will mention those of George Fox, 
Ro^rt Barclay, William Penn, George Whitehead, Isaac 
Pei^nington, Richard Claridge, and we might add many 
others. We would also call attention especially to "The 
testimony of the society of Friends on the continent of 
America," issued in 1830, and adopted by all the yearly 
meetings then in existence on the continent, as containing a 
clear statement of doctrines as ever held by the society, from 
which we have quoted freely. 



OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. S 

OF TJIE ONE TRUE GOD AND HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST. 

"We do believe in one, only, Holy God Almighty, who 
is an Eternal Spirit, the Creator of all things ; and in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, his only son, and express image of his 
substance, who took upon him flesh, and was in the world ; 
and in life, doctrine, miracles, death, resurection, ascension 
and mediation, perfectly did, and does continue to do, 
the will of God; to whose holy life, power, mediation, and 
blood. We only ascribe our sanctification, justification, redemp- 
tion and perfect salvation. 

**And we believe in one Holy Spirit, that proceeds and 
breathes from the Father and the Son, as the life and virtue 
of both the Father and the Son; a measure of which is 
given to all to profit with ; and he that has one has all, for 
those three are one, who is the Alpha and Omega, the first 
and the last, God over all, blessed forever." (*) 

In relation to the coming of the Lor^ Jesus Christ in the 
flesh, and the end of that coming. He Himself declared: 
**The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." (i) 

The Apostle Paul, speaking on this subject, says: "God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
him. For, if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, much more being reconciled 
we shall be saved by his life." (2) 

" For there is one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time." (3) 

" We do believe that Jesus Christ was our holy sacrifice, 
atonement and propitiation ; that he bore our iniquities, and 

(*) Penn, vol. ii, pages 66, 67. 

(x) Matt. XX. 28. (3) Rom. v. 8, 9, zo. (3) z Tim. U. 5, 6. 
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by his stripes we are healed of the wounds Adam gave us in 
his fall, and that God is just in forgiving true penitents, upon 
the credit of that holy offering Christ made of Himself to God, 
for us ; and that what he did and suffered satisfied and pleased 
God, and that through the offering up of himself, once for all, 
through the Eternal Spirit, he hath forever perfected those, (in 
all time,) that were sanctified, who walk not after the flesh 
but after the spirit." (i) 

I. Pennington, in *'An Epistle to all Serious Profes- 
sors," &c., says, concerning the offering of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, without the gates of Jerusalem : (2) ** I do exceedingly 
honor and esteem that offering, believing it had relation to the 
sins of the whole world, and was a propitiatory sacrifice to the 
Father therefor. And, surely, he that is. redeemed out of 
the world up to God by Christ, cannot deny that Christ was 
his ransom and that he was bought with a price, and, there- 
fore, is to glorify God with his body and spirit, which are 
God's. And saith the Apostie Peter, ' Ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from 
your vain conversation,' &c., 'but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. Who 
so offered himself up to God through the eternal spirit. This 
we do own singly and nakedly as in the sight of the Lord, 
though I must confess we do not lay the sole stress upon 
that which is outward and visible (though we truly and fully 
acknowledge it in its place), but upon the inward power, the 
spirit within ; knowing and experiencing daily that that is it 
which doeth the work." 

"We cannot believe that Christ's death and sufferings so 
satisfy God or justify men as that they are thereby accepted 
of God. They are, indeed, put into a state capable of being 
accepted of God, and through the obedience of faith and 
sanctification of the spirit, are in a state of acceptance. And, 
though Christ did die for us, yet we must, through the aid of 

,1; Wm, Penn, vol, 5, page 310. a Vol. 4, page 310. 
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His grace, work out our salvation with fear and trembling. 
As he died^^ sin, so we must die to sin,, or we cannot be said 
to be saved by the. death and sufferings of Christ." (*) 

In an article *' Concerning Christ's being manifested 
without and his being also manifested within," &c., I. Pen- 
nington says: **It is objected against us who are called 
Quakers, that we deny Christ, and look not to be saved by 
him, as he was manifested without us, but look only to be 
saved by a Christ in us ; to which this is in my heart to 
answer such as singly desire satisfaction therein, 

** We do indeed expect to be saved; (yea, and not only sO, 
but do already, in our several measures, witness salvation,) by 
the revelation and operation of the life of Christ within us ; 
yet not without relation to what he did without us. For all 
that he did in that body of flesh was of the Father, and had 
its place and service in the will and according to the counsel 
of the Father. But the knowledge and belief of that, since 
the days of the apostles, hath been very much held in the 
unrighteousness and in the separation from the inward work 
of the power and life of Christ in the heart; which, as so held, 
can not save any. But whoever feels the light and life of 
Christ revealed in him, and comes into union with God there- 
through, he feels the work of regeneration, of sanctification, 
of justification, of life and redemption, and so comes to reap 
benefit inwardly, and to partake of the blessed fruits of all 
that Christ did outwardly ; yea, he that is thus one with Christ 
in'the spirit cannot exclude himself, nor is excluded by God 
from the advantage of anything nor everything Christ did in 
that body of flesh." (f) ' • 

DIVINE REVELATION. 

The society of Friends has always believed in the doctrine 
of immediate Divine Revelation, and that this belief is fully 

*) Wm. Pcnn, vol. 5, p. 310. 
t) Vol. 2, p. 553. 
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sustained by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures and by 
individual experience. 

The Prophet Isaiah, after his prediction^ of the sufferings 
and death of Christ, &c., says: '^And all thy chiMi^i shall 
be taught of the Lord." (i) ** Incline your ear and come 
unto me, hear and your soul shall live; and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies 
of David. Behold, I have giv^n him for a witness to the 
people, a leader and commander to the people." (2) 

"Behold, the days come sayeth the Lord, that I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah ; not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt; but this shall be the 
covenant that I will n^ake with the house of Israel ; after those 
day?, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts* 
and write it in their hearts ; and I will be their God and they 
shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man 
his neighbor and every man his brother, saying. Know the 
Lord ; for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the Lord." (*) 

" Seeing 'no man knoweth the Father but the Son and he 
to whom the Son revealeth Him ;' and seeing the revelation 
of the Son is in and by the Spirit, therefore the testimony of 
the Spirit is that alone by which the true knowledge of God 
hath been, is, and can be, only revealed; who as, by the 
moving of His own spirit. He converted the chaos of this 
world into the wonderful order wherein it was in the beginning, 
and created man a living soul, to rule and govern it, so by the 
revelation of the same spirit He hath manifested Himself all* 
along unto the sons of men, both patriarchs, prophets, and 
apostles ; which revelations of God by the Spirit, whether by 
outward voices and appearances, dreams, or inward objective 



[ij Iiaiah 54, 13. (a) Isaiah 55, 3, 4. 
n J«'- 3«. 3«. 34- 



OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 9 

manifestations in the heart, were of old the formal object of 
the saints' faith and remain yet so to be ; since the object of 
the saints' faith is the same in all ages, though set forth under 
divers administrations. Moreover, these divine inward reve- 
lations which we make absolutely necessary for the building 
up of true faith, neither do nor can ever contradict the out- 
ward testimony of the Scriptures or right and sound reason. 
Yet from hence it will not follow that these divine revelations 
are to be subjected to the examination either of the outward 
testimony of the Scriptures or of the natural reason of man, 
as to a more noble or certain rule or 'touch-stone ; for this 
divine revelation and inward illumination is that which is 
evident and clear of itself, forcing by its own evidence and 
clearness the well-disposed understanding to assent, irresistibly 
moving the same thereunto." (*) 

UNIVERSALITY OF THE LIGHT OF CHRIST. 

**The Gospel taken in its full extent, is the revelation of 
the love and mercy, and the offer and operation of the grace 
of God, through Christ, to fallen man, in his natural and 
corruptible state, in order to his restoration and salvation. 
It is not wholly contracted into the mere tidings ; but including 
these, goes deeper, and essentially consists in the thing declared 
by them : the power of God .administered to the salvation of 
the soul. ** By this, the outward coming of Christ is rendered 
truly and fully effectual to each individual. Those who 
believe in, and obey him in his inward and spiritual manifes- 
tations, by which the Gospel is preached in every rational 
creature under Heaven, may come to be partakers of his life, 
and be saved by him from the second death of eternal misery, 
though providentially incapacitated to know the exterior 
history of his incarnation, '\&c. (f) 

**God, who, out of his infinite love, sent his Son, the 

■ '■ ■'' MIIIlM 

^) Barclay's Apology, ad Prop. 

'-^^ Phipps' Original and Present Statd of Man, p. 34. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, into the world, who tasted death for every 
man, hath given to every man, whether Jew or Gentile, Turk 
or Scythian, Indian or barbarian, of whatsoever nation, 
country or place, a certain day or time of visitation ; during 
which day or time, it is possible for them to be saved, and to 
partake of the fruit of Christ's death. 

* * That for this end God hath communicated and given 
unto every man a measure of the light of his own Son, a 
measure of grace, or a measure of the spirit, which the 
Scripture expresses by several names, as sometimes of the 
*seed of the kingdom,' *the light that makes all things mani- 
fest,' 'the word of God,' or 'manifestation of the spirit, given 
to profit withal,' a Halent,' a kittle leven,' *the Gospel preached 
in every creature.' 

**That God, in and by this light and seed, invites, calls, 
exhorts and strives with every man, in order to save him ; 
which, as it is received and not resisted, works the salvation of 
all, even of those who are ignorant of the death and sufferings 
of Christ, and of Adam's fall, both by bringing them to a 
sense of their own misery, and to be sharers in the sufferings 
of Christ inwardly, and by making them partakers of his resur- 
rection, in becoming holy, pure and righteous, and recovered 
out of their sins. By which, also, are saved, they that have 
the knowledge of Christ outwardly, in that it opens their 
understanding rightly to use and apply the things delivered 
in the Scriptures, and to receive the saving use of them ; but 
that this may be resisted and rejected in both, in which, then, 
God is said to be resisted and pressed down, and Christ to be 
again crucified, and put to open shame in and among men. 
And to those who thus resist and refuse Him, He becomes 
their condemnation." 

**We do not understand this divine principle to be any 
part of man's nature, nor yet to be any relic of any good 
which Adam lost by his fall, in that we make it a distinct and 
separate thing from man's soul and all the faculties of it." 
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"We understand not this seed, light or grace to be an 
accident, * * * but a real spiritual substance which the 
soul of man is capable to feel and apprehend ; from which 
that real, spiritual, inward birth in believers arises, called the 
new creature, the new man of the heart." 

** We know it to be a substance, because it subsists in 
the hearts of wicked men, even while they are in their wicked- 
ness." (*) 

** Therefore, as by the offense of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; even so, by the righteousness 
of one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification of 
life." Rom. v, i8: And as the free gift came upon all men ^ 
unto justification of life, the salvation of all men must be pos- 
sible, through this free gift which came by Jesus Christ. 

By the doctrine thus stated by the apostle, in regard to 
the universality of the effects both of the fall of Adam and of 
the coming of Christ, it is evident that infants are included in 
both its parts. And their salvation depends 6n the same 
cause, and differs from that of persons who have attained to 
years of religious understanding in no other respect than what 
arises from the capacities of the respective individuals. We 
believe that every soul that comes into the world does need a 
Savior. We also believe that every soul that comes into the 
world is an object of redeeming love. And as we inherit a 
seed of sin, so, through Jesus Christ, we are heirs of that 
grace which is the efficient cause of salvation to all that 
are saved. If infants, therefore, receive the one, and we 
agree that they do, they must also receive the other, as *the 
free gift that is come upon all nun to justification' . This gift, 
or remedy, must be, as the apostle testified, as extensive as 
the cause it was designed to removed Thus the seed of the 
kingdom, as a redeeming principle, is placed in the heart of 
every individual, ready to expand with the opening faculties 

(<•) Barclay's Apology, pages 131, 141, 137, 138. 
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of the soul, and to take the government of it from the first 
dawn of intellectual life." (*) 

JUSTIFICATION. 

From the rise of the society, Friends have unequivocally 
declared their faith in the efficacy of the propitiatory offering 
which our Lord voluntarily made of himself for the sins of the 
whole world. George Fox testified respecting.His crucifixion, 
that, **At that time the sins of all mankind were upon him, 
and their iniquities and transgressions with which he was 
wounded ; which he was to bear and to be an offering for, as 
he was man, but died not as he was God ; so in that he died 
for all men, tasting death for every man. He was an offering 
for the sins of the whole world." But while they fully believed 
that remission of sin and reconciliation with God were obtained 
only through Christ and his most satisfactory offering; they 
also believed that no man was justified while he continued in 
sin whatever might be his profession of faith; and as the 
Gospel was opened and made clear to them, accordingly they 
preached in life and doctrine the indispensable necessity of 
holiness, without which, the Scriptures declare that no man 
shall see the Lord ; and they placed justification where the 
apostle places it, in connection with being washed and sancti- 
fied, but not as preceding sanctification. 

I. Pennington, treating of this subject, says: ^^That 
which is holy is righteous; there is nothing righteous in the 
eyes of a pure God but that which is holy. The head was 
really holy and righteous, and they that are in him partake of 
his holiness and righteousness, and are really holy and righteous 
in him. The faith which purifies the heart, and through 
which sanctification is, must needs be in order of nature before 
justification, which is by it; for God justifieth no unbelievers, 
but believers only. Yea, 'the wicked must forsake his way 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts and turn unto the 

(*} Tetdmoay of th« Society of Friends on the Continent of America. 
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Lord', which cannot possibly be without some degree of 
sanctification, before the Lord will have mercy and pardon 
the soul its sins." (*) 

Richard Claridge says : * * In * a word, if justification be 
considered in its full and just latitude, neither Christ* s work 
without us in the prepared body nor his work within us by His 
holy spirit, is to be excluded, for both have their place and 
service in our complete and absolute justification. By the 
propitiatory sacrifice of Christ without us, we truly repenting 
and believing, are, through the mercy of God, justified from 
the imputation of sins and transgressions that are past, as 
though they had never been committed; and by the mighty 
work of Christ within us, the power, nature and habits of sin 
are destroyed; that as sin once reigned unto death, even so 
now grace reigneth through righteousness unto eternal life by 
Christ Jesus, our Lord. All this is effected, not by a bare or 
naked act of faith separate from obedience, but in the obedi- 
ence of faith, Christ being the author of eternal salvation to 
none but those who obey him." Again he says, ** Faith and 
works are both concerned in our complete justification. 
Whosoever is justified, he is also in measure sanctified, and as 
far as he is sanctified so far is he justified and no farther." 
**But the justification I now speak of, is the making of us just 
or righteous by the continual help, work and operation of the 
Holy Spirit." **And as we wait for the continual help and 
assistance of his Holy Spirit and come to witness the effectual 
working of the same in ourselves, so we shall experimentally 
find that our justification is proportionable to our sanctifi- 
cation ; for as our sanctification goes forward, which is always 
commensurate to our faithful obedience to the manifestation, 
influence^ and assistance of the grace, light and spirit of 
* Christ, so we shall always feel and perceive the process of our 
justification." 

**As many as resist not this light, but receive the same> 

(♦) Vol. 3, p. 237. ""■ 
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it becomes in them a holy, pure and spiritual birth, bringing 
forth holiness, righteousness, purity and all those other blessed 
fruits which are acceptable to God; by which holy birth, 
to-wit : Jesus Christ formed within us and working his works 
in us, as we are sanctified, so are we justified in the sight of 
God, according to the apostle's words. But ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and by the spirit of our God. " (*) 

FAITH. 

* * As the entrance of the divine word quickeneth the soul, 
so it first communicates a degree of faith, through which it 
operates ; for true faith is the gift of God, and the #Holy 
Spirit is the spirit of faith, which is not a bare belief of truths 
concerning Christ, but a faith in him. The faith in Christ is 
not comprised in giving credit to narrations and doctrines and 
a mode of practice framed by the wisdom of men upon it ; 
for that centres short of the essential substance of faith. 
Gospel faith in man believes the truth of all that is revealed 
by the spirit, both in the heart and in the sacred writings ; 
because it feels it, savors it, and is one with it. It not only 
assents to the Scriptural account of the incarnation and whole 
process of Christ in Judea, but it also receives His internal 
appearance, consents to His operation, and concurs with it. 

**That faith which stands wholly upon hearsay, tradition, 
reading or imagination, is but a distinct kind of ineffectual 
credence which permits the soul to remain in the bondage of 
corruption. The wicked may go this length towards Gospel 
faith, but true faith lays hold of and cleaves to the spirit of 
truth in its inward manifestations, wherein it stands, and 
whereby it grows, till the heart is purified, the world over- 
come, and salvation obtained.'' (f) 

*' Faith is an ingrafting into the vine, a partaking of the 

{*) Barclay's Apology, p. i88. 

(t) Phipps Origiaafand Present Sute of Man, p. 155. 
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nature of the vine, a sucking of the juice of life from the 
vine, which nothing is able to do but the faith, but the belief 
in the nature. And nothing can believe in the nature but 
what is one with the nature ; so then faith is not a believing 
the history of the Scriptures, or a believing and applying the 
promises, or a believing that Christ died for sinners in general, 
or for me in particular, for all this may be done by the unbe- 
lieving nature ; but an uniting to the nature of God in Christ, 
which the unbeliever starts from, in the midst of his believing 
of these. Yet I do not deny that all these things are to be 
believed and are believed with the true faith, but this I. affirm, 
that they also may be believed without the true faith ; and 
that such a belief of these doth not determine a man to be a 
believer in the sight of God, but only the union with the 
nature of that life from whence all these spring, and in which 
alone they have their true value. " (*) 

**The great work of God in the sons and daughters of men 
Is to purify the heart and make clean the inward parts which is 
through faith in His Son. Faith is the gift of God, and the 
work of it is to purify the heart and cleanse from dead works 
i:o serve the true and living God in newness of life, and work 
out the old leaven, and mold into a new lump, to make the 
heart anew, the mind heavenly and the soul living. 

* ' Oh, the blessed effects of true and saving faith ! even 
that faith which stands in the power of God, which as man 
comes to the knowledge of, such come truly to believe in God, 
and confession with the mouth is made to salvation, and so 
gradually a casting off and forsaking every thing that is evil, 
whereby a learning to do well, by the teachings of the grace 
through faith comes more and more to lb!e known. The blessed 
effects of this true and saving faith are to make clean, pure 
and holy, and to sanctify throughout, in body, soul and spirit; 
to make a new creature, and bring to a true knowledge what 
it is to be in Christ Jesus ; and so the heart with the whole 

(♦) Pennington, yoI. i, p. 274. 
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affections, comes to be set on things which are heavenly, 
everlasting and eternal." (*) 

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

** Concentrating the Holy Scriptures, we believe they 
were given forth by the Holy Spirit of God, through the holy 
men of God, who, as the Scripture itself declares, spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. We believe they are 
to be read, believed and fulfilled (He that fulfills them is 
Christ), and they are profitable for doctrine, reproof, for cor- 
rection, and for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. 2 Tim., iii, 19, and are able to make wise unto salva- 
tion through faith in Christ Jesus." (i) 

** We do look upon them as the only fit outward judge of 
controversies among Christians ; and that whatsoever doctrine 
is contrary unto their testimony may therefore justly be 
rejected as false. And for our parts, we are very willing that 
all our doctrines and practices be tried by them, which we 
never refused nor ever shall in all controversies with our 
adversaries as the judge and test." (2) 

RESURRECTION. 

We sincerely believe, not only a resurrection in Christ 
from the fallen, sinful state here, but a rising and ascending 
into glory with him hereafter, ** That when he at last appears, 
we may appeal with him in glory." **In explaining our 
belief of this doctrine, we refer to the fifteenth chapter of the 
Fifth Epistle to the Corinthians. In this chapter is clearly 
laid down the resurrection of a body, though not of the same 
body that dies. There are celestial bodies and there are bodies 
terrestial, but the glory of the celestial is one and the glory 
of the terrestial is another ; so, also, is the resurrection of the 

(^ J. Banks' Friends' Library, vol. —, p. 56. 

(1) discipline Western Y« M., p. 19. (a) Barclay's Apology, p. 86. 
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dead. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.'* 

"From the authority of Holy Scriptures, as well as right 
reason, we deny the resurrection of the same gross and cor- 
ruptible body, and are neither over inquisitive nor critical 
about what body we shall have at the resurrection, leaving it to 
the Lord to give us such bodies as he pleases, and with that 
we are well pleased and "satisfied." (2) 

MARRIAGE. 

Marriage being an ordinance of God, he alone can rightly 
join man and woman therein; neither priest, magistrate nor 
minister are requisite to its accomplishment, and we shall not 
find in all the scriptiures that they had any part therein, 
further than as witnesses among others that were present; we 
cannot coimtenance any in the exercise of a function which 
we believe to be no part of the oflSce of a gospel minister. (3) 

CONCERNING TRUE RELIGION, WORSHIP AND MINISTRY. 

**This is true religion, to be kept pure and clean from all 
evil, and from all that which would defile in the sight of the 
Lord, and to walk in His fear in all things; to do unto all 
men as a man would be done unto, and to love God with all 
the heart and the neighbor as himself, and not to love the 
world and ways and pleasures of it, nor to use deceit in words 
or actions. This is true religion and the true worship of God; 
To be led with His spirit in all things, and to be guided in the 
truth at all times and on all occasions. This is acceptable 
and well-pleasing unto God, above all words and outward con- 
formity, and set times, and days, and observances; for the 
worship of God is not in these things, but is without respect 
to days, places or things. This religion and worship stands 
in Christ Jesus, the Second Adam, who hath lighted every 

(i) See Clarkson's Portraiture, p. 287. (2) Wm. Penn, vol. 5, Friends* Library, 
p. 291. 

(3} See Clarkson's Portraiture of Quakerism, and Discipline, Western Y. M., x866. 
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man that cometh into the world, that all men through Him 
might believe, and by Him have their consciences purely 
exercised towards God, and towards man in all things; and 
this is our religion and worship of the true God." (*) 

Acceptable worship cannot be offered but through the 
assistance of the Spirit of Christ, He being our Mediator by 
whom only we can approach unto God and from whom we 
must derive for this engagement both **the preparation of the 
heart and the answer of the tongue." Those who in this 
service have their minds withdrawn from all outward objects 
and reverently and humbly wait upon the Lord in the silence 
of all flesh, will often be favored with a broken and a contrite 
heart, a sacrifice which it is declared He will not despise. 

**Being fully persuaded that man without the Spirit of 
Christ inwardly revealed, can do nothing to the glory of God, 
or to effect his own salvation, we believe that its divine influ- 
ence is essentially necessary to the performance of the highest 
act of which the human mind is capable, even the worship of 
Almighty God, in spirit and in truth. To experience this 
essential qualification, it is our duty to retire inwardly to the 
measure of divine grace, patiently and reverently waiting 
upon the Lord, for his life-giving presence, by which we shall 
be furnished with a sense of what we need, and enabled to 
offer with acceptance that offering which He requires at our 
hands. And whether it may please the great Head of the 
church, to authorize any vocal communication in our assem- 
blies or not; yet those who are thus inwardly gathered, depend- 
ing upon the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and waiting for the 
arising of His divine life, will witness a growth in the knowl- 
edge of the blessed truth — and be of the number of the true 
worshippers whom the Father seeketh to worship Him; *who 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
flesh.'" (t) 

(*} E. Barrough, Friends' Library, vol. 14, p. 437. 
(fi Testimony of the Society of Friends^ p. 31. 
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The Apostle Paul, speaking of his ministry, declares: "I 
neither received it from man, neither was I taught it but by 
the revelation of Jesus Christ;" and he says further that his 
'^speech and his preaching was not with enticing words of 
man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit and of 
power; that the faith of his hearers, might not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God." 

As it is the prerogative of the great Head of the church 
alone to select and call ministers of His gospel, we believe 
that the experience of every true minister of Christ will cor- 
respond with that of the apostle; and therefore our religious 
society has always borne a faithful testimony against a ministry 
which derives its authority and qualification from human 
learning and ordination. 

We believe that the authority and qualification for the 
ministry of the Gospel is a special gift, dispensed by the Head 
of the church, to those whom He sanctifies, and preparies for 
the work, agreeably to the testimony of the Holy Scriptures. 
^*And He gave some, apostles, and some, prophets, and 
some, evangelists, and some, pastors and teachers, for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ." Eph. iv. 11,12. This gift 
cannot be exercised, but as the ministers are actuated and 
moved by the Spirit of Christ, and minister under the renewed 
influences and openings thereof, according to the apostolic 
injunction: "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth; that God in all things may be glorified, 
through Jesus Christ." i Pet. iv. 11. 

Notwithstanding this ministry is altogether independent of 
human learning, and wisdom, it has been the repeated advice 
of the Society, and we believe it is of great advantage to min- 
isters as well as others, frequently to read the Holy Scriptures, 
having their minds turned to that Spirit, by which they were 
dictated, and which alone can open the divine mysteries con- 
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tained in them. Thus they would become instructed in 
things pertaining to salvation, and be prepared, like the good 
scribe, to bring forth out of the treasury, things new and old. 

As this gift is freely received, so it is to be freely exer- 
cised, without coveting any man's silver or gold; not for the 
sake of popularity, nor restrained by the slavish fear of man» 
but in simple and humble obedience to the will of God. 

As It is the sole prerogative of the Head of the church 
to qualify and send forth such as it pleases Him, without 
respect to sex, worldly rank or human acquirements. He has 
conferred the gift of the ministry on women as well as men, as 
foretold by the prophet Joel, and confirmed by the apostles of 
our Lord: "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophecy." Joel ii. 28. 

Although we are commanded to watch and pray continu- 
ally, neither of which can be done without divine help, yet 
we believe that the solemn duty of vocal prayer requires a 
special impulse; and in our addresses to the throne of Grace, 
it becomes us to remember that we are but dust — that He 
who is "glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing won- 
ders," ought to be approached with holy fear and reverence. 
But we are emboldened to draw near to Him in living faiths 
for "the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us, with groanings which cannot be 
uttered." And as "He that searcheth the hearts, knoweth 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh inter- 
cession for the saints, according to the will of God," we 
doubt not that those prayers which are put up under His 
divine influence, will be graciously answered. 

MUSIC. 

Amongst those gratifications of sense from which the 
members of our religious society have, with much unanimity. 



i 
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felt fhemselves restrained, are the study and practice of mu- 
sic. That which is of the character ordinarily designated as 
sacred music not unfrequently stimulates expressions and feel- 
ings which are far from being the genuine breathings of a 
renewed heart, and tends to produce an excitement often un- 
happily mistaken for devotion, and to withdraw the soul from 
that quiet, humble and retired frame in which prayer and 
praise may be truly offered with the spirit and with the under- 
standing also. 

While the singing of psalms and hymns may be a part of 
God's worship when it proceeds from the divine influence of 
the spirit which leads souls to breathe forth either a sweet 
harmony or words suitable to the present condition, whether 
they be words formerly used by the saints and recorded in 
Scripture, such as the Psalms of David, or other words, as 
were the hymns and songs of Zacharias, Simeon and of the 
Virgin Mary, or of Christ and His disciples; yet we believe 
the formal, customary way of singing has no foundation in 
Scripture, nor any ground in true Christianity. 

Since congregational, as well as individual worship, 
should be in spirit and in truth, that it may be acceptable to 
God, our prayers, thanksgiving and praises must emanate, 
pure and truthful, from the heart. 

We find in the New Testament, and in the teachings of 
the church of the apostolic day, no example or precept for 
artificial music, either by organs or other instruments, or by 
the voice, commonly used by professing Christians of the 
present day.* 



■^The succeeding portion of this is taken entire from the "Testimony of the 
Society of Friends on the Continent of America." 



22 TESTIMONY OF WESTERN YEARLY MEETING 

BAPTISM. 

**As there is one Lord, and one faith, so there is but one 
baptism, of which that administered by John was a figure. It 
is * * not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the an- 
swer of a good conscience towards God, by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ." This answer of a good conscience, can 
only be produced by the cleansing operations of the Holy 
Spirit in the heart ; subduing its froward nature, and bringing 
it into conformity to the divine will. The distinction between 
the baptism of John, which was with water, and that of Christ 
by his spirit, is clearly marked by these expressions of John : 
**I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He 
that Cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear ; He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire ; whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and gather His wlieat into the gamer, but He 
will burn up the chaff" with unquenchable fire." Matt. iii. 

11, 12. Here he inculcates that the baptism of Christ should 
winnow the soul of its chaffy or sinful nature ; and operate as 
fire to the perfect consumption of all its defilement. Spirit 
baptism is not connected with water baptism, nor at all de- 
pendent upon it The baptism of the Saviour, which is the 
one baptism, is complete in itself without exterior form or 
shadow. It is well known by the experience of many, that 
this baptism is gradually effected by the spiritual immersions 
of the soul. A sense of its sinful condition, with the distance 
it stands at from the God of perfect purity, is first given it, 
whereby it is brought into self-abasement, contrition, and at 
length, into humble resignation of all to Him. Thus it be- 
comes baptized into the similitude of the death of Christ. 
Through baptism also it riseth with Him into newness of life, 
which enableth it to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, to his 
praise. To them who had thus followed Christ in the regen- 
eration, the apostle said: ** Ye are complete in Him, which 
is the head of all principality and power. In whom also ye 
are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 
in putting off" the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circum- 
cision of Christ; buried with Him in baptism, wherein also 
ye are risen with Him, through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised Him from the dead." Col. ii. lo, ii, 

12. True Christian baptism is a great and important work ; 
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the work of Christ himself, whereby the soul is measureably 
baptized into his spirit, and adorned with its virtues. "As 
many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have put on 
Christ." Gal. iii. 27. Such are, in degree, indued with his 
holy nature. For * ' If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature ; old things are passed away ; behold all things are 
become new; and all things are of God." 2 Cor. v. 17, 18. 
See Phipps on Baptism. 

Previously to entering upon their ministry, the apostles 
were baptized with the Holy Ghost, through which they re- 
ceived power to fulfill the commission given to them in these 
words: '* Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." Wherever the gospel is really preached, it is 
preached baptizingly in a greater or less degree. It was the 
unction of the Holy Spirit accompanying their ministry, by 
which the apostles were enabled to teach, baptizing in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : 
and it is only through the same medium that the same effect is 
produced in any degree, by the ministry of the gospel at the 
present day. 

SUPPER. 

Respecting the communion of the body and blood of 
Christ, we believe that it is inward and spiritual ; by which 
the inward man is daily nourished in the hearts of those in 
whom Christ dwells : of which the breaking of bread by the 
Lord Jesus, with his disciples, was a figure ; which they who 
had received the substance, used in the Church for a time, for 
the sake of the weak, as they did some other outward obser- 
vations. But the essential communion betwean Christ and 
his Church, is only maintained by a real participation of his 
Divine nature, through faith and obedience ; and is the sup- 
per alluded to in the Revelations: *' Behold I stand at the 
door and knock ; if any man hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me." Rev. iii. 20. 

WAR. 

The reign of Jesus Christ is peculiarly distinguished by 
its benign influence upon the heart of man, regulating his 
passions and propensities, and inspiring him with love to God 
and towards the whole human family. The prophet Isaiah, 
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in the openings of heavenly light, forsaw the coming and 
government of the Prince of Peace, and emphatically de- 
scribes its peaceable effects, in these words: '*The wolf also 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, and the calf and the young lion, and the fatling, to- 
gether; and a little child shall lead them. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea." Isa. xi. 6, 9. **And He shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke many people ; and they shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more." lb. ii. 4. See Mic. iv. 3. 
Correspondent with these predictions, the birth of the Messiah 
was announced by the heavenly anthem, "Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth, peace, good-will toward men." 
Luke ii. 14. So far as mankind are brought under the domin- 
ion of the Spirit of Christ, wars and fightings must cease; 
those lusts from which they spring, will be subdued ; and in 
place of violence and injustice, the glory of God, and the 
true happiness of men, will become the great objects of de- 
sire. Thus we believe that the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ shall spread and prevail, and that He who is wonderful 
in working, will carry on and perfect His blessed cause of 
peace and righteousness in the earth. 

It behooveth us to hold forth the ensign of the Lamb of 
God; and by our patience and peaceable behavior, to show 
that we walk in obedience to the example and precepts of our 
Lord and Master, who hath commanded us to "love our ene- 
mies, and to do good to them that hate us." Matt. v. 44. 
"Wherefore we entreat all the members of our Society, to be 
faithful to that ancient Testimony borne by us, ever since we 
were a people, against bearing arms and fighting ; that by a 
conduct agreeable to our profession, we may demonstrate our- 
selves to be real followers of the Messiah, the peaceable Sav- 
iour — of the increase of whose government and peace there 
shall be no end." P. E., 1744. 

OATHS. 

Scarcely any branch of our Christian testimonies, has 
produced more suffering to the Society, than its steady resist- 
ance to the imposition of oaths. We believe ourselves bound 
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by the express command of Christ, to refrain from taking or 
administering an oath. And it is the advice of the Society, 
that the members should not serve in those offices of civil 
government, which may subject them to the necessity of con- 
niving at the use of oaths. *'Ye have heard that it hath 
been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, 
but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths; but I say unto 
you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven, for it is God's 
throne; nor by the earth, for it is his footstool; neither by Je- 
rusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. Neither shalt 
thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one 
hair white or black; but let your communication be yea, yea; 
nay, nay; for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil." 
Matt. V. 33 to 37. 

The Apostle James also enjoins: **But above all things, 
my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the 
earth, neither by any other oath; but let your yea be yea, and 
your nay, nay, lest ye fall into condemnation." James v. 12. 

The importance of this testimony, and the beneficial 
influence which the constancy of Friends to their Christian 
duty, in this respect, has had upon others, should incite us to 
increased diligence, as it is through individual faithfulness 
that the light of the Gospel will be diffused, and the standard 
of pure righteousness raised amongst the nations. 

SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 

The injurious effects of spirituous liquors having brought 
the Society, at different periods, under much concern and 
solicitude, its voice has been frequently raised to discourage 
our members from the use of this dangerous article. It is 
cause of thankfulness, that the subject, fraught with import- 
ant consequences, both in relation to the temporal and ever- 
lasting well-being of mankind, has also taken such hold of 
many pious and reflecting persons in the community, that this 
concern appears to be spreading its influence to a considera- 
ble extent. We feel a renewed desire that all our members 
may so dwell under the power of the cross of Christ as to 
maintain a strict guard against the insidious temptation to use 
as drink those intoxicating liquors. Let every one know how 
to possess himself in sanctification and honor. The time im- 
pressively calls for purity of life and conversation; and daily 
experience teaches that where this dangerous article is tam- 
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pered with, all that is noble, all that dignifies us as the rational, 
intelligent creation of God, may be prostrated and debased. 

DAYS AND TIMES. 

Consistently with our belief in the spirituality of the Gos- 
pel dispensation, we cannot unite with any in the observance 
of public fasts, feasts, and what they term holy-days. We 
believe the fast we are now called to, is not the bowing of 
the head like a bulrush for a day, but an universal and con- 
tinual fasting from everything which has a tendency to defile 
the soul and unfit it for becoming the temple of the Holy- 
Ghost. **If any man will come after me," said our Lord, 
**let him deny himself, take up his cross daily ^ and follow me." 
Luke ix. 23. That the primitive believers were convinced 
that the obligation to regard one day as more holy than an- 
other, ceased with the Mosaic dispensation, is evident from 
the various testimonies of the Holy Scriptures — * 'Christ,'* 
said Paul, **is the end of the law for righteousness to every- 
one 'that believeth." Rom. x. 4. **Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, 
or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days, which are a 
shadow of things to come, but the body is of Christ." Col. 
ii. 16, 17. **Yc observe days, and months, and times, and 
years; I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you 
labor in vain." Gal. iv. 10, 11. **But first, forasmuch as 
it is necessary that there be some time set apart for the saints 
to meet together to wait upon God; and that secondly, it is fit 
at some times that they be freed from their other outward 
affairs; and that thirdly, reason and equity doth allow, that 
servants and beasts have some time allowed them to be eased 
from their continual labor; and that fourthly, it appears that 
the apostles and primitive Christians did use the first day of 
the week for these piurposes — we find ourselves sufficiently 
moved for these causes to do so also, without superstitiously 
straining the Scriptures for another reason." And though we 
therefore meet and abstain from working upon this day, which 
we believe is a practice of great advantage to the community 
at large — yet we also hold meetings for Divine worship at 
other times. Apol. Prop. XL § IV. 

Public feasts in celebration of any important event, so 
far from being evidences of gratitude for the blessings we en- 
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joy, are often seasons of debasing intemperance, and a grow- 
ing evil in our country, which we are bound to discounte- 
nance, by wholly abstaining from them. An humble and 
grateful sense of the mercies of our Heavenly Father ought 
to fill our hearts with thanksgiving and praise to Him, a tribute 
ever due from all his people, and to be acknowledged with 
the deepest humility; but those tumultuous and unseemly 
demonstrations of joy, which are often accompanied with riot- 
ing and drunkenness, instead of being acceptable to a pure 
and holy Being, tend to increase the mass of iniquity, and 
are a reproach to any people. 

AMUSEMENTS. 

As our time passeth swiftly away, and our delight ought 
to be in the law of the Lord, we believe it to be incompatible 
with that self-denial which is enjoined upon the disciples of 
Christ, to permit the attendance of stage-plays, horse-races, 
music, dancing, or any such vain sports and pastimes; also 
being concerned in lotteries, wagering, or other species of 
gambling — all which are inventions of degenerate persons, 
tending to stifle the convictions of Divine grace, and to set 
men at ease in a state of alienation from God. 

PLAINNESS. 

A testimony against the changeable fashions and customs 
of the world, was an early characteristic of the Society of 
Friends. Convinced that they had their origin in pride, and 
were intended to gratify the vain mind, which they believed 
it to be their religious duty to deny, they manifested great 
simplicity in their dress and address, and in the furniture of 
their houses. No little suffering ensued the use of the singu- 
lar pronoun thou, or thee, and in declining the customary titles 
and manners of the d^-y. But acting upon principle, they 
stood unmoved by the storm which was raised against them, 
in which the Christian virtues of patience and forgiveness of 
injuries shone conspicuously in their conduct. The same Di- 
vine Spirit which led them to lay aside everything unbecom- 
ing the followers of Christ, would still lead us m the same 
path; and notwithstanding many of their successors in reli- 
gious belief, who have widely deviated from that exemplary 
simplicity in their language, their garb, and the furniture of 
their dwellings, may endeavor to persuade themselves that 
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these are merely outward and non-essential things, yet the 
love of them is a certain indication that whatever they may 
profess, they are not in possession of that life and power which 
was the substance of their forefathers' religion. The example 
of our blessed Savior and his followers, and of the virtuous 
and holy men in all ages, ought to make a due impression on 
every considerate mind, especially on such as have had the 
advantage of a guarded education. "I will," saith Paul, 
**that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broidered hair, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly array, but which becometh women 
professing godliness, with good works." i Tim. ii. 9, 10. 
** Whose adorning," says Peter, **let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel, but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 
price; for after this manner in the old time, the holy women 
also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves." i Peter iiL 

3' 4, 5- . 

In conformity with these Scripture exhortations, we shall 

revive the advice of the Society on this subject, issued m 1703 
and 1743: **This meeting, under a deep sense that pride and 
the vain customs and fashions of the world prevail over some 
of our profession, particularly in the excess of apparel and 
furniture — doth earnestly recommend that all who make pro- 
fession of the truth, take care to be exemplary in what they 
wear and what they use — ^so as to avoid the vain customs of 
the world, and all extravagancy in color and fashion, and 
keep themselves in respect thereof spotless and blameless, 
adorning their profession in all modesty and sobriety; and 
that all parents be watchful over their children, and careful 
not to suffer them to get up into pride and excess, but keep 
them to that decent plainness which becomes the people of 
God; that the sin of the children- may not lie upon their pa- 
rents; nor they be exposed to ruin by their parents' neglect. 

1703." 

**We also tenderly advise that Friends take heed that 

they exercise plainness of speech, without respect to persons, 

in all their converse among men; and not balk their testimony 

by a cowardly compliance, varying their language according 

to their company, a practice of very ill example, and render- 
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ing those who use it contemptible and looked upon as a kind 
of hypocrites even by those with whom they so comply." 

1743- 

TRADE. 

To make suitable provision for our subsistence is an in- 
cumbent duty, the neglect of which is reprobated by the 
Apostle Paul in very strong terms. But while it ib obligatory 
upon us to discharge this duty, our Lord teaches us, m his 
sermon on the mount, that all those things after which the 
Gentiles seek are of very inferior importance. Such was 
the redemption from the love of the world which he incul- 
cated, that He exhorted his followers to **take no thought, 
saying. What shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or where- 
withal shall we be clothed." "But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto you." Matt. vi. 31, 33. We are far from wishing 
to discourage industry, but when the mind is really kept under 
the government of the cross, a littie, with the Divine blessing, 
suffices. Our wants being few and circumscribed by the 
Truth, they would be supplied with moderate labor ; and thus 
the energies of body and mind would be left more free, to fulfill 
the great designs of our creation, to glorify God in the work 
of salvation and in spreading the knowledge of his blessed 
Truth amongst mankind. In minds thus bent upon seeking 
a more glorious inheritence than the accumulation of worldly 
possessions, a concern is maintained to hold forth an example 
of temperance, justice and truth; but when a defection from 
true simplicity of heart and heavenly mindedness prevails, it 
leads into the love and pursuit of this fading world, often pro- 
duces the fruits of pride and ambition, and occasions many 
imaginary wants, to provide for which, greater extension of 
trade and commerce must be resorted to, than many have 
stock and ability to conduct. Ambition and evil emulation 
leading some into higher living and greater expenses than 
their incomes admit, their circumstances become reduced, and 
being unwilling to lessen their appearance in the world, un- 
warrantable means to procure a temporary support are some- 
times used, which have ended in bankruptcy, and brought a 
shade upon our religious profession. Under such wasting and 
deficient circumstances, a proper sense of justice would lead 
those to give up their efiects in due time, rather than to go on 
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enlarging their debts by disreputable artifices, until they are 
stopped by unavoidable necessity, and plunged at once into 
ruin, sorrow and disgrace ; bringing their creditors into griev- 
ous difficulties, or in danger of sinking with them in the 
wreck of their affairs. The Society has declared its disappro- 
bation of resorting to the practice of raising money by fictiti- 
ous paper credit, and we would also revive the caution to our 
members, to avoid entering into joint securities with others. 
under the specious plea of rendering acts of kindness, many 
by so doing having been ruined in their circumstances, and 
their families reduced to great distress. ** Be not thou," said 
the wise man, **one of them that strike hands, or of them 
that are sureties for debts. If thou hast nothing to pay, why 
should he take away thy bed from under thee." Prov. xxii. 
26, 27. The uprightness and honesty of our friends, in the 
beginning, in their commerce and converse, was remarkable. 
How exact were they in performing their words and promises, 
without evasive excuses and insincere dealings. How careful 
not to involve themselves in business which they understood 
not, nor had stock of their own to manage! How circum- 
spect not to contract greater debts than they were able to pay 
in due time, which brought great credit and reputation to our 
religious Society. It is equally obligatory upon us to bring 
forth the same fruits; we profess the same faith, and the guid- 
ance of the same unerring principle. We therefore affection- 
ately desire that Friends may wait for Divine counsel in all 
their engagements; and not suffer their minds to be hurried 
away by an inordinate desire of worldly riches ; remembering 
the observation of the apostle in his day, and so often sor- 
rowfully verified in ours, that * * they th^t will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is the root of all evil; which while some 
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows." 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 
Even when riches, to any extraordinary degree, have been 
amassed by the sucessful industry of parents, how often have 
they proved like wings to their children, carrying them beyond 
the limitations of truth, into liberties repugnant to our religi- 
ous testimonies, and sometimes into enterprises which have 
terminated in irreparable damage to their temporal affairs, if 
not an entire neglect of the great work of the soul's salvation! 
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— It is important that those who are possessed of large estates, 
should set examples of moderation in their manner of living, 
not merely limiting their expenses by their means, but also, 
by attending to the circumscribing power of Truth, show 
forth that Christian simplicity which adorns our religious pro- 
fession. 

GOVERNMENT. 

The Society of friends, in accordance with their pacific 
principles, have ever believed that they were restrained from 
joining with others in warlike measures, to pull down, set up, 
or defend any government; yet they have declared that ** Mag- 
istracy or civil governmeut is God's ordinance, the good ends 
thereof being for the punishment of evil-doers, and the praise 
of them that do well." So far as the requisitions of govern- 
ment do not violate their consciences, they are bound to obey 
the laws of their country, and when they cannot actively 
comply for conscience sake, they passively suffer the penalties 
which are imposed upon them ; believing it to be their religi- 
ous duty to demean themselves with proper respect and sub- 
mission to those who are placed over them. 

As magistracy is for the punishment of evil-doers, and 
for the praise qf them that do well, they avail themselves of 
the protection which the laws of the land afford, for the free 
and unmolested enjoyment of their civil rights ; but in thus 
resorting to the civil authority, they advise their members to 
conduct with decency and moderation, without anger or ani- 
mosity : that they may evince, in courts of justice, and on 
other occasions, that nothing but the necessity of the case in- 
duces them to resort to the law. 

The Society discourages its members from accepting posts 
or offices in civil government, which may expose them to -the 
violations of its Christian testimonies; and from being be- 
trayed into heats and controversies respecting the politics of 
the world ; believing that while we ought to bear such por- 
tions of the burdens of civil government as comport with our 
religious profession, the work to which we are particularly 
called, is the advancement of the peaceful reign of the Mes- 
siah. ^ 

In taking a comprehensive view of the doctrines of the 
Christian religion, it will be seen that there is an intimate con- 
nection of all its parts, and a dependence of the whole on 
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Jesus Christ, in his blessed offices, as the everlasting Founda- 
tion. It was on his coming, and what He did for us without 
us, that the previous forms of devotion were abrogated, and a 
worship introduced at once simple and sublime ; in which, in 
humble waiting upon God, we may, as said theaposde, **come 
boldly to the throne of grace ;" and hold communion with the 
Father of mercies, and God of all consolation. 

It was He, who, having been crucified, raised from the 
dead, and exalted by the right hand of God, shed forth the 
Holy Spirit, by virtue of which both sons and daughters were 
to prophesy. And those whom he was pleased to call and 
qualify for the ministry, being ambassadors for Him, boldly 
declared the necessity of faith in Christ, and of obedience ta 
his divine precepts. And being raised above the influence of 
pecuniary considerations, as motives for that dignified work, 
they were made willing to spend and be spent for the sake of 
Christ, and his gospel. And in the exercise of their gifts 
they were instructed to depend on Him, to be to them mouth 
and wisdom, tongue and utterance. 

' By his own regenerating power, He leads the soul through 
those cleansing operations, which were represented by out- 
ward baptism, and which consist not in ''the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience to- 
wards God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.** i Peter iii. 
21. And in the participation of the Divine nature, and 
through that faith which applies and seals the efficacy of his 
propitiation, we enjoy the communion of the body and blood 
of Christ. 

He brought life and immortality to light by the gospel, 
and pointed the minds of the humble believers in Him, to a 
mansion of rest, eternal in the heavens. 

• He more clearly revealed the relations we hold to God, 
and to one another, than had been made known under the 
previous dipensation. The nature of his peaceful reign, and 
the social virtues characteristic of his kingdom upon earth, 
which had been set forth before, in the sublime and figurative 
language of prophecy. He brought down, in his own Divine 
precepts, to apply to the humblest understanding. He com- 
manded us to love our enemies — to do g^od for evil, and as a 
universal rule of action, to do to others as we would they 
should do to us. Thus the axe was laid to the very root of 
the principles of war, retaliation, and revenge, and all the 
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various grades of wrong, oppression, and injustice among 
men. And by his Spirit in our hearts, he inspires us with 
those heavenly affections and feelings, and that universal be- 
nevolence, in which man, in every situation, is the friend of 
man — and in the prevalence of which, "violence no more 
would be heard in the land, wasting nor destruction within 
our borders ;" and a practical illustration would be given of 
the anthem of the heavenly host ; * *Glory to God in the high- 
est; and on earth, peace, good-will towards men." 

It was on the introduction of the gospel dispensation, 
that the obligations of truth and undeviating veracity, were 
so clearly revealed, and so strongly enjoined, as to abolish the 
previous ceremony of oaths, and place the communications of 
the Christian, on the solid basis of an unchangeable principle. 

And in the solemn and humbling views which are pre- 
sented to us in the gospel, there is a powerful admonition to 
temperance, humility, and constant watchfulness — to walk 
circumspectly, redeeming the time, and looking to a blessed 
and glorious immortality. 

Under the influence of the Spirit of Christ, and in a con- 
formity to the doctrines of the gospel, the primitive believers 
became as the lights of the world, and held up a standard of 
righteousness in the earth. They gave a practical illustration 
of the one true faith, which works by love, and purifies the 
heart ; showing that they felt the obligation they were under, 
not to live unto themselves, but unto Him that died for them, 
and rose again. 

And when it pleased the great Disposer of events to open 
the understandings of our forefathers, and call them to be a 
separate people, He led them into a revival of the same doc- 
trines, and into a correspondent conduct ; so that they were 
enabled to come up in the fulfilment of the injunction of our 
our blessed Lord, ** Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven." Matt. v. i6. 

In maintaining the cause and testimony of Jesus, we de- 
sire that the peculiar character of the gospel of Christ, may 
ever be held in remembrance : that the professors of the 
Christian name, ^ ^through sanctificcUion of the Spirit and belief 
of the Truthy^ may show, "out of a good conversation, their 
works with meekness of wisdom;" and finally "receive the 
end of thtirfaithy even the salvation of their souls." 
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